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SUB J : LAO-THAI- AMERICAN RELATIONS 

1. 1 CALLED ON THAI AMBASSADOR SWATE KOMALABHUTI 
AFTERNOON JULY 25 AFTER HIS RETURN FROM BANGKOK WHERE HE 
HAD GONE ON CONSULTATION. WE WENT OVER RANGE OF ISSUES 
THAT HAVE CROPPED UP IN RECENT DAYS AND INVOLVED PRINCI- 
PALLY LAO-THAI RELATIONS BUT ALSO AMERICAN RELATIONS WITH 
BOTH COUNTRIES. 

2. LAO REFUGEES IN THAILAND: I WENT OVER CONVERSATION 
WITH SECSTATE OF MFA KITHONG VONGSAY (VIENTIANE 4943). I 
EMPHASIZED AS I HAD TO KITHONG FACT THAT U.S. WOULD CER- 
TAINLY FIND PROBLEM SIMPLER IF REFUGEES FREELY DECIDED TO 
RETURN HOME; HOWEVER, IT WAS OUR CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT 
THEY WERE AFRAID OF DOING SO. AS REGARDS NEWS REPORTS THAT 
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WE WOULD GRANT VISAS TO UP TO 5,000 LAO REFUGEES, 
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I SAID THIS WAS PREMATURE AS NO LEGISLATION HAD BEEN 
PASSED. AMBASSADOR ANSWERED THAT HE HAD ALREADY TOLD 
PGNU THAT RTG WAS PREPARED TO BRING REFUGEES BACK TO 
LAOS AT THADEUA, BUT THE PROBLEM WAS REFUGEES DID NOT 
WANT TO RETURN. HE HAD TALKED ABOUT THIS MATTER WITH 
THAI FONMIN AND WOULD PROPOSE TO PGNU THAT COMMISSION 
FROM IRC AND PERHAPS UNHCR BE FORMED TO ASK REFUGEES 
WHAT WERE THEIR DESIRES. HE WOULD OFFER TO HAVE REPS 
FROM LAO RED CROSS PARTICIPATE ON THIS COMMISSION. 


3. MEKONG INCIDENTS: THAI AMBASSADOR INDICATED 
THAT THIS WAS VERY DIFFICULT. THERE HAD BEEN SOME 
TWENTY SHOOTING INCIDENTS IN LAST TWO MONTHS. HE WOULD 
AGAIN PROPOSE TO PGNU CONVENING COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS 
THIS SITUATION. 

4. CLOSING OF THAI CONSULATES: HE SAID THAI 
CONSULATE IN SAVANNAKHET HAD BEEN RANSACKED. I INDI- 
CATED THAT WE HAD AN IMPRESSION PGNU WANTED TO 
ELIMINATE ALL FOREIGN PRESENCE FROM PROVINCES AND I 
CITED THE ELIMINATION OF THE FRENCH MILITARY MISSION 

FROM PARSE AND JAPANESE VOLUNTEERS FROM SAVANNAKHET. HE TOOK 
NOTE OF THIS POINT AS HE SEEMED NOT TO HAVE HEARD OF IT. 

5. MSESRICE: I MENTIONED THAT OUR EMBASSY IN BANGKOK 
WAS IN TOUCH WITH MFA ON THIS QUESTION. AS I UNDER- 
STOOD IT, MATTER WAS NOW IN UNDERSECRETARY'S 
OFFICE. HE SEEMED SURPRISED THAT IT WAS IN MFA AT ALL 
AND IN THAT OFFICE IN PARTICULAR SINCE HE HAD SEEN 
UNDERSECRETARY ON MONDAY AND HE HAD KNOWN NOTHING OF IT. 

WE AGREED THAT IN LIGHT OF IMPORTANCE THIS SUBJECT 

MIGHT ACQUIRE, WE WOULD KEEP EACH OTHER INFORMED. 

6. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR SWATE IS NOT THE BEST INFORMED 
OF AMBASSADORS AND NOT THE MOST VOLUBLE. HOWEVER, 

IT DOES SEEM THAT THE RTG IS TRYING TO DEAL WITH THE 
NUMBER OF ISSUES THAT HAVE ARISEN BETWEEN IT AND THE PGNU 
IN A REALISTIC AND SENSIBLE MANNER. 
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7. THE QUESTION OF LAO AIRCRAFT AT UDORN DID NOT 
COME UP AND I DID NOT RAISE IT. 

CHAPMAN 
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